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Though the problem of militancy in Pakistan initially began with the Kashmir dispute, it exploded with the encouragement of jihad to fight the Soviets in Afghanistan in the 1980s. When the 9/11 attacks prompted the U.S. to invade Afghanistan with Pakistan's support, it grew exponentially. This paper argues that Pakistan can overcome this problem through a comprehensive approach by redefining its policy for dealing with militancy in Pakistan. The paper begins by first defining militancy and clarifying how the paper uses the term. It then examines the causes of militancy in Pakistan, ranging from internal to external factors and how militancy has affected the state at home and abroad. Based upon the paper's analysis, it then recommends ways Pakistan can address these factors to allow it to put the genie of militancy back in the bottle. These recommendations include the resolution of the Kashmir issue, the improvement of Pakistan's governance, and the provision of international support.
Militancy in Pakistan: Rebottling the Genie
Although born in 1947 with the hope of a peaceful future, Pakistan has long struggled to reach that goal. A number of problems from the outset, including the initial distribution of assets between Pakistan and India, the biggest migration in human history, and the unresolved issue of Kashmir, were all contributing factors. These enormous challenges were exacerbated by various leaders' imprudent handling of national issues that took the country away from the right track and fueled centrifugal tendencies among various ethnic, tribal and socio-economic groups in Pakistan.
Pakistan is very different today from what was envisioned by its founding father,
Quaid-e-Azam Muhammad Ali Jinnah. 1 A culture of ruling with absolute power, but without accountability, 2 has divided the society on ethnic, religious and sectarian lines and poses a threat to the state. "The weak judicial system and the deterioration of law and order are only the result of the state's failure to fulfill its responsibilities." 3 The dispute over Kashmir first gave rise to the problem of militancy. However, the true explosion of militancy was the result of the encouragement of jihad to fight the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan in the 1980s. This jihad occurred at the behest of the West to counter Soviet influence in the region and to ultimately force the Soviets to abandon Afghanistan. After the Soviet withdrawal, poor governance, deprivation, and injustice all contributed to the problem of militancy in Pakistan. When the attacks of 9/11 prompted the U.S. to invade Afghanistan with Pakistan's support, the problem grew exponentially. The war came to Pakistan, which was unprepared to deal with the situation. 4 Hundreds of foreign militants entered in the country to establish their operational bases. 5 However, this was not just Pakistan's problem. "Pakistan's nuclear 2 status and the presence of international terrorist organizations, such as al Qaeda,
Pakistan's counterinsurgency campaign significantly affects the security of countries across North America, Europe, Asia, Africa, and the Middle East -including the United
States." 6 This paper argues that Pakistan can overcome this problem through a comprehensive approach by redefining its policy for dealing with militancy in Pakistan.
The paper by first defining militancy and clarifying how the paper uses the term. It then examines the causes of militancy in Pakistan, ranging from internal to external factors and how militancy has affected the state at home and abroad. Based upon the paper's analysis, it then recommends ways Pakistan can address these factors to allow it to put the genie of militancy back in the bottle. These recommendations include the resolution of the Kashmir issue, the improvement of Pakistan's governance, and the provision of international support. The country can then refocus on the peaceful future envisioned by its founders.
What is Militancy?
As Kiran Firdous states, one must "understand the concept of militancy in its current form" 7 before proceeding further. Webster's New World Dictionary defines militancy as a derivative of militant, which means combative or aggressive person. 8 Firdous, a renowned writer from Pakistan, argues while defining "militant" that it is synonymous with "terrorist". 9 Mariam Mufti writes that militant or militancy means the use of violence to achieve "some end or to express hatred or contempt for some group In view of the regional situation, and under international pressure during President Musharraf's government, Pakistan banned these groups. 21 Consequently, Governance challenges are the major cause of instability in any country. 29 Pakistan is no different.
The state is responsible to provide services and ensure maintenance of public law and order. These services include justice, an efficient police system, social and economic opportunities, and religious harmony. Weak states have no control over their population, which results invariably in an insurgency. Governance in Pakistan was rated "in the bottom 25 percent of the world" by the World Bank.
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The support for Islamic laws (Sharia) in Pakistan has been a major concern for western countries, as they believe it to be a cause or indicator of militancy. There is Successive governments have introduced reforms to improve governance "but each attempt faced its own issues, including provincial and national politics, entrenched bureaucratic interests, and inadequate resources." 35 The issue of governance became further complicated with the rise of militancy. Poor services, a weak judiciary and an illequipped police force failed to take notice of militancy in the society. Strong state institutions can control and contain these groups while weak ones invite exploitation by the militants. 36 Sectarian Strife
Prior to 9/11, militants groups were organized either on ethnic or sectarian lines or in the form of Askari Tanzeems (Militant Groups) focused on Kashmir. 37 
Education
The regions from which Pakistan sprang had very low educational levels as the British fostered "the spirit of religious discord and controversy." 53 There is still no serious effort at a correction even after more than six decades of independence. The public education sector remains neglected in Pakistan. An average of 2.7 percent of the gross domestic product (GDP) devoted to education has kept literacy rates as low as 54.9 percent. 54 Lack of public education facilities in the FATA and rural areas has forced the populace to send their children to madrassas, which offer free education and boarding facilities.
Madrassas were not always as we know them today; they were a great source of 
Implications of Militancy
Militancy has not only weakened the state internally, but has isolated us internationally. "Religious extremism and militancy are the most formidable internal threats to political stability, social harmony, and socio-cultural pluralism." 57 Pak peace process, but may trigger a war between the two nuclear rivals. 64 The war will further destabilize the region and will also challenge international community efforts to fight the international terrorism. And should such a conflict spiral out of control for any reason and go nuclear, the consequences are too terrible to imagine.
Policy Recommendations
In order to end militancy in Pakistan a number of actions must occur. Some will 
Target all Militant Groups Equally
Finally, military operations should be against all militant groups, without differentiation between "good" and "bad" Taliban or militants. These operations must be conducted in urban and rural areas simultaneously ensuring minimum collateral damage. By targeting all militant groups equally, Pakistan will send a message to all that rule of law is the standard for political discourse in Pakistan rather than "might makes right." This, in turn, will help prevent the groups from playing off one another for support of the government and lead them all to the negotiating table with the government to lay down their arms and engage in the political process peacefully.
Develop Measures to Secure the Civilian Population
Pakistan needs to adopt a population-centric approach to counter violence and extremism on its soil. The general public must be taken on board through their local leaders before launching an operation. The policy of forcing local inhabitants out of the area has backfired. It has generated more support for the militants, as attempts to rehabilitate them often failed. Sectarian issues must be resolved as a priority to end the support for militant groups. In their work, Jones and Fair quote John Nagl's argument, "Population security is the first requirement of success in counterinsurgency." 65 Strengthen the Competency and Independence of Pakistan's Judicial System
The functioning and performance of the judiciary has remained a major concern due to its inept practices. Powerful individuals are above the law and can commit crimes and go unpunished, while leaving the aggrieved parties to resort to violence.
The state is responsible for the restoration of law and order through its ability to provide
justice. An independent judiciary is a prerequisite for the provision of justice.
Improve Public Education in Pakistan
Another neglected field is education, which needs revolutionary changes. The syllabi and text books should be revised and replaced with more moderate and tolerance-based literature. The sectarian and ethnic diversity gap should be bridged through a Pakistan-centric approach. Pakistan must view strong, effective public education as a necessity not only for economic growth but as a measure of domestic legitimacy and national security. That means that this effort must be resourced as a national priority. 
Policy Recommendations for the International Community
Pakistan is not solely responsible for the militancy that threatens its stability and sovereignty and it cannot solve the problem alone. While there are certainly measures that Pakistan must take herself, she will also need to the help of her friends in the international community. The following recommendations are offered to that effect.
Take Serious Measures to Finally Resolve of the Kashmir Dispute
The disputed issue of Kashmir is often referred to as a tipping point for the militancy in Pakistan. It is a simmering problem and needs to be resolved as a priority.
Kashmir is so close to the hearts and mind of the Pakistanis that any effort to freeze the issue will cause resentment and frustration. As illustrated earlier, "Kashmiri Groups" The international community has a major stake in Pakistan due to its strategic location and nuclear weapons. It is interested in its survival and return to normality. If so, the international community must help Pakistan in economic development and growth through a combination of direct assistance and favorable terms of trade. There is no dearth of natural resources, but Pakistan must better manage its national economy. This will require investments in infrastructure and development of these resources. This is vital to promote the economic and social sectors.
Promote Measures to Increase International Investment
Despite the presence of large natural and human resources, Pakistan has failed to attract foreign investment due to its prevailing security environment. The U.S and West should continue to build the capacity of civil institutions as service providers and invest in public and civil sectors. Such engagements would foster growth and encourage the public to greater participation in governance. These measures must be bold. The international community must send a message and one good way to do this is to promote the importance of Pakistan to the world community. Bringing Pakistan into the fold of the G-20 with some sort of special affiliation status or some other such measure should be given the most serious consideration. This will send a powerful message to the people of Pakistan, both those who support civil society and those who oppose it with militancy. It will raise the stakes for choosing sides in a powerful way.
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And, of course, this kind of highly pragmatic and symbolic action will be all the more effective with adequate resourcing.
Conclusion
Today's militancy threatens the viability of the Pakistan state, diverts resources that could be directed to internal development and threatens regional stability. Pakistan has been in crisis since its birth. Three wars with India, the fall of East Pakistan This essay has examined the causes of the militancy that plagues Pakistan and which threatens regional and global stability and has offered a number of policy recommendations for Pakistan and her friends in the international community. With a concerted effort by all, this scourge can be defeated and the destiny of peace and prosperity can finally be realized for the Pakistani people.
